Scriptures GraceWorks - Sun April18 “A Priest Like No Other” Pt2
Because of …. His Empathy for us in our testings, trials + suffering

Hebrews 4:14-16 14 So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. 15 This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for
he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. 16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our
gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.

His Sacrifice Really cleanses/purifies us
Hebrews 7:25-27 25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to
intercede for them. 26 Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted
above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and
then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.

His Understanding of + Empathy for us is Real – weaknesses/temptations
Hebrews 2:10-11, 17-18 10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom
everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes
people holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and
sisters…… 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a
merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he
himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
Hebrews 4:15 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has
been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.
Hebrews 5:7-9 7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the
one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned
obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him

Journey with Jesus - Glimpses of Jesus’ suffering + testings
Isaiah 53:3-5 3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.
4
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But
he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
Philippians 2:6-8 ….have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with
God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
John 1:99
10
11 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was
made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.

Jesus’ Temptation: face-on with The Enemy
Matthew 4:1-4 - wilderness/satanic temptations
Luke 4:13 (Satan left him for another opportune time) - Matt 16:22 (Peter – get behind me satan…..)
Journey with Jesus our High Priest in more of His sufferings, limitations/testings
3+ years of Ministry
-

self-interested masses
misunderstanding
Carrying sorrows + burdens of lost, blind people, brokeness of lives + the burden of the looming CROSS
Luke 11:52-54 Unbelief – Constant opposition, traps/questions- plotting death
Masses leaving - John 6:66 “from that time on many ‘disciples’ left him”

-

John 13 – disciples pride –washing feet

Journey with Jesus our High Priest in His Garden Agony, Betrayal, Arrest, Desertion by Disciples
Matthew 26:30-56 36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called
Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of
Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed
with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 39 Going a little farther, (1) he fell with his face to the
ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 40 Then he
returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked
Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 He went away a
second time and (2) prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be
done.” 43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left them and (3) went
away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are
you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! Let
us go! Here comes my betrayer!”……..

Convergence at the CROSS
Matthew 27:39-44 39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who are going to
destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of
God!”(SATAN) 41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 42 “He saved others,”
they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in
him. 43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 In the same way the
rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.

SO WHAT?
Does Jesus Know? Does Jesus Care? --- He Does! He Does! He Does!
Hebrews 2:18 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
Hebrews 4:15 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has
been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.

God does not tempt us
James 1:12-15 12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the
crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their
own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to
death.

Reality of Trials/suffering – God’s Provision + Protection for overcoming
1 Thessalonians 3 1 So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves in Athens. 2 We sent
Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you
in your faith, 3 so that no one would be unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that we are destined for them.
1 Corinthians 10:13 And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it .

Opportunities for serving others –share life/stories - Christ sufferings
2 Corinthians 1:3-5 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all
comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive
from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ.

